Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

first successful American blast furnace of which
there is record was built at Lynn, Mass., in 1645.

The first successful iron working plant in
America seems to have been established at Lynn
about the same time the first furnace was built.
Only cast iron articles were produced at first, but
a forge was started in 1648, or three years later.

The first iron works in New York State were

i

built at Ancram Creek about 1740.    Soon after-                     -

wards a blast furnace was erected in the Ramapo

Mountains, and before the Revolution this had

been consolidated with  a forge  and  operated                     !

under the name of the Sterling Iron Works.    It                     !

was here that the anchors were forged for the                     !

first ships to fly the American flag, and here also

that a great chain was made and stretched across                     f

the Hudson River to prevent British gunboats

from passing West Point, in 1788.    That chain                     !

still holds the honor of being the largest ever                     *

forged, a fact which shows that our ancestors                    !

could  rise  to  great  efforts when   inspired   by                    {

patriotism, even as we are doing today.

i

I occasionally go  into the  blooming  mills                    j

at the Brier Hill plant, where we break down a
steel ingot in less than a minute, and mentally
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